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Blographic Sketch

WALTER BEDELL SMITH, Divector of Central Intelligence

Walter Bedell Smith was born in Indisnapolis, Indiana, in 1695.
He began his military career in 1910 as a private in the Indlama National
Guard. By 1917, when he entered the Officers Training Camp at Fort
" Benjamin Harrison, he had advanced through the non-commissioned ranks
to the grade of first sergeant. He was conmissioned & second lieutenant
in the Officers Reserve Corps in November 1917 and moved through the
successive camissioned renks to general, in the Army of the Unlted States
in July 1951, He received his conmission in the regular Army as a first
1ieutenant of Infantry in September 1920, Upon graduation from Officers
Training Camp in November of 1917 he was assigned to the 39th Iprantry
of the Fo!urth. Division and served with this unit in France in 1918.
Between the World Wars, General Smith's assignments included: Assistant
Chief Coordinator and later Executive Offiee;' and Deputy Chief Coordinator
of Budget in the Bureau of the Budget, (1925-29); a two year tour with
the 45th Infantry Regiment in the Fhilippines (1929—31); attending the
Infantry School at Fort Benning, Georgla, the Command and General Staff
School at Fort Ieavenworth, Kansas, and the Army War Collegs in Washington.
De Co (1931-39). Approximately three of the years during the perlod

vl N
Desument No. _ﬁ__,D _______
co ENTIAL (o Change In Class, [

:
/_,,/ %&c!assmed =
/, Changed To: TS § ©

SRR s

Approved For Release 2001/08/21 : CIA-RDP78-04J M BAD005004866047-+— e




-

Approved For Release 2001/08/%-04718Aanﬂ'500180017-1

1931~39 were spent as a member of the gtaff and faculty of the Infantry
School. In October 1939, General Smith was apoointed to the War
Department General Steff in Washington where he served first as Agsistant
Secretary and later as Secretary to the General Staff during tm oritical
period between October 1939 and January 1942. In February 1942, he was
appointed Secz;tary 40 the Combined Chiefs of Staff in Washington. In
December 1942, Gensral Smith wis ordered to England as Chief of Staff for
General Eissnhower who wes at that time in command of all American forces
in Eurcpe. When SHAEF (Supreme Héadquarters Allied Expedltionary Forces)
was organized in January 194L, General Smith was appolnted as the Chief
of Staff of this Headquarters and remained in this capacity until the

end of the war. On behalf of the Suprems Commander, he signed the
instruments effecting the surrender of Italy and Germany. In February 19l6,
he was appointed Ambagsador to the Soviet Union, remaining in a military
status during this assignment. His resignation as Ambassador was
accepted by the President on 25 March 19k9. From April 1949 to October
1950, he served as Commanding Ceneral of the United States First Ammy
with headquarters on Governors Island in New York City. In October 1950
General Smith was appointed by President Truman as Director of Central
Intelligence and btook the OCath of Office on October 7, 1950. Genersl
Smith's decoretions include those awarded hi- by elsven foreign countries.

He holds six honorary degrees from various colleges and universities.
His book, My Three Years in Moscow, relates his experiences while serving

as Ambassador to the Soviet Union.

26 November 1952
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